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We shall not be able to take the country forward by adding to
the number of our superstitions. The practice of making vows of
this kind is an ancient one. It may be, as some people believe,
that the element of faith in it is a good thing in itself, but I am
convinced that the practice does not deserve to be encouraged.
Hence, wherever people are found using my name in that way,
they should be dissuaded from doing so. Such resolutions may be
made in anyone's name and the practice will spread. If all those
who vow to make an offering in a particular manner if they re-
cover, some are bound to recover. The poor fellows do make
the offering, but what connection could their recovery have had
with their vow? I can understand those recovering from illness
making some offering to me, if those who do not recover despite
their vow could fine me. In the latter event, I would become
bankrupt paying the fines and be left fit for no social service.
But since I am not prepared to pay a fine to those who do not
get well, I do not wish to accept gifts from those who do. It seems
best to me that we should refuse a contribution even to a public
cause, if it is offered in this manner.
What is true of superstitious vows is true also of the practice
of offering reverence [to a human being]. The practices of touch-
ing a person's feet, of bowing with the whole body prostrated on the
ground, waving lights before him, etc., also deserve to be dis-
continued. How much of people's time would be wasted if lakhs
of them did these things? I am put out by all these people
coming for my darshan. I would be driven crazy if all of them
decided to prostrate themselves in reverence before me, or I would
be compelled not to show even the courtesy of noticing them. I
would, therefore, suggest that we should stand at a distance and
fold our hands to the other person or salute him and give up all
other formalities. People can come to no harm if we do so, for
mutual respect is a matter of mental attitude and we can express
it at the proper time. The only worship that I ask for, if I have
at all earned it, is that the people should promptly act upon any
suggestion of mine which they approve of and secure swaraj.
That is the only real worship worth offering; worship in any other
manner may be misplaced and we should refrain from offering it*
NATIONAL QUALITY OF NATIONAL SCHOOLS
A correspondent asked a few questions some time ago to
know in what the specifically national quality of a national school
consisted. Of these I answer some which are likely to be of
interest.